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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 

The entire staff and I would like to take this opportunity to wish a warm welcome to all new and returning Severn families!  We 
have had a wonderful start and it has been a pleasure to see the smiles and excitement on the faces of our wonderful students.  

We have a terrific school at Severn.  Our staff are innovative, hard-working, and committed to student success.  Our staff have 
worked diligently to prepare their classrooms for another engaging and exciting year, Mr. Lapensee and the custodial staff did a 
wonderful job of rejuvenating our school, and Mrs. Bourbonniere and Mrs. Rajsic have worked tirelessly to assist incoming 
students and answer parent questions. 

As you know,  a considerable amount of research tells us that parent participation in their children’s education leads to increased 
student achievement.  We will be holding an interactive parent workshop called “How Kids Learn” on October 15th at 6:30 pm.  
This information will help you to learn how to help children at home.  Many past participants have said that it helps them 
understand themselves, their friends, and their co-workers as well.  Some lucky participants will also win prizes via our random 
draws.  Please call 613-829-8082 to register as seating is limited. 

We look forward to working with you, your child(ren), and our broader community in what we’re sure will be a fabulous year! 

Hanif Jamal 
Principal 
Severn Avenue P.S. 

  

133 Greenbank Rd. Nepean, ON K2H 6L3 

 

 

 

 

At the elementary level, there has been considerable media coverage about the status of central negotiations. 
The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board remains hopeful that a central agreement will be reached in the 
near future. There are sanctions in place at the elementary level across Ontario.  Locally, negotiations  are  
ongoing with the elementary teachers union and our School Board remains committed to negotiating fair and 
fully funded local agreements. More details about the sanctions is available at: 
 
http://www.ocdsb.ca/med/Labour_Relations/elementary/Pages/default.aspx 



Labour Relations Updates (Continued) 

Our Meet the Teacher night, milk, and pizza programs have been postponed.  We will communicate dates for these events 
as they become available.  For further information, please visit the OCDSB website for Labour Relations at : 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/med/Labour_Relations/elementary/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Newsletter Format Update 
 
We are pleased to share the Severn news with you via this  newsletter. In an effort to be eco- friendly and reduce paper  

usage, Beginning in October we plan to share the news via e-mail  and / or posted to the school website. rather than on  

paper. Please ensure that we have a current  email address for you on file so that  we can continue to communicate with  

 you.  Please inform the office of any changes and if you require a paper copy of the newsletter.  

 

Dates to Remember 
 
October 9   Professional Activity Day — NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

October 12               Thanksgiving Holiday (NO SCHOOL)  

November 11   Remembrance Day Ceremony 

November 20   Professional Activity Day — NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 

Multicultural Liaison 

Saida Al-Sharmani  is our Multicultural Liaison Officer (MLO) in the school. She provides referrals to newcomer 
families in the following areas: Counselling, Education, Employment, Health, Housing, Immigration, Legal, and 
Social Assistance.  Saida will be at Severn Avenue Public School on Thursdays and can be reached by calling 613-829-

8082.  Interpretation is available in your language in order to help you to speak with your child’s teacher.   

Parent / Guardian Contact and Emergency Contact Numbers 

A Registration Verification form will be coming home soon. It is important that we have up to date Parent / Guardian and 
Emergency Contact phone numbers and e-mail addresses in case we need to reach you. Thank You in advance for 
verifying that the information we have is accurate, making any corrections, and returning the form to the school.  

Student Absence 

A reminder to parents:  If your child will be absent from school, please call the 24 Hour Attendance Line. The number is 
613-829-0486.  Please leave a message including the child’s name, grade, teacher and reason for the absence from school. 
Thank You! 

Safe Welcome Program 

For security reasons all exterior doors are locked during the day. Visitors are required to use the doorbell and intercom at 
the front entrance, and office staff use a visual monitoring system to allow entry. Visitors are still required to report 
directly to the office and sign in. 

We need your help and cooperation for our system to work effectively. Though office staff will work diligently to help 
you into the building as quickly as possible, there may be a short delay until someone can view you on the monitor and 
allow you to come in.  



Supervision of Students 

Children must not arrive at school before 9:05 a.m., as the yard is not supervised until that time and the school can not 
accept responsibility for your children before then.  Children who walk home are expected to leave school property 
at 3:45 p.m. unless supervised by a parent, guardian or caregiver.  There is no school supervision after the 3:45 p.m. bell. 

Parking  

When visiting the school please do not park in front of the doors at the parking lot entrance as this is a fire safety issue.  
Also, please do not park in the handicap parking or in front of the dumpsters.   

Life-Threatening Allergies 

If your child has life-threatening allergies or reactions, you must inform our office so that we can put the appropriate 
safety measures in place. Staff have been trained by a Public Health Nurse to properly administer the epi-pen in the event 
of an emergency.  

In order for staff to administer any type of medication (e.g. epi-pens, puffers, prescriptions), an “Authorization 
for Administration of Medication” form must be completed and signed by the student’s physician.  A new form is 
required each school year.  Forms are available in the school office.   

Busing and Empty Seat Policy 

A reminder to parents that only students who qualify for busing based on age and distance from the school are eligible 
for guaranteed busing.  Any changes require 5 business days to be processed.  Your patience is appreciated.   

Families with children using the school bus are asked to be patient at the beginning of the year, as some delays in 
scheduled times are probable. Please wait at the designated stop for pick-up and drop-off; as the term progresses, buses 
will become more punctual.   

Students who do not automatically qualify for busing may be considered under the Empty Seat Policy.  Parents 
who are interested in having their child take advantage of the  

Empty Seat Policy are required to complete an application available at the school office. Please note: 

 Applications for access to Empty Seats will be considered in early October.  The process takes 
time and we appreciate your patience. 

  Parents are reminded that if they have applied for an Empty Seat, they must make alternate 
transportation arrangements until their application has been approved.  Students who do not 
qualify for busing will not be permitted to ride the bus until their applications have been 
approved. 

 Additional bus stops will not be added.  Students may be required to walk up to one kilometer to reach their 
designated bus pick-up and drop-off location. 

 Students who are accepted on an Empty Seat Application may be required to give up that seat later in the school 
year, should additional students register in the school who automatically qualify for seats.  No additional buses will 
be added to accommodate children who have accessed Empty Seats. 

 The Severn Avenue School administrative team is happy to help with busing issues, and we encourage you to contact 
the bus companies directly when experiencing busing issues: Campeau Bus Lines 613-721-5500 

       Route C135 Blue Bus; Route C136 Green Bus; Route C137 Red Bus 

Kindergarten students must be met at the bus by a parent or caregiver upon their return home.  In cases where 
no one is there to meet the child, the driver will return the child to the school at the end of the bus run and the 
child will need to be picked up by a parent or guardian. 



Bus Student Safety  

The safety of our students is of paramount concern to our staff and drivers, but we need the help of every parent/
guardian to ensure safe ridership behaviour is maintained all year long. Please take the time to read and review the 
following safety guidelines with your child(ren). It is vital to impress upon them the importance of following bus 
safety rules and to obey the bus driver at all times. 

1.  At your bus stop, be properly dressed for the weather, be on time, and wait in a safe place. 

2.  Stay out of the Danger Zone. If you drop something under or near the bus, tell the driver. Do not attempt to get it   
by yourself. 

3. Don't push or shove, and make sure to use the handrail when getting on and off the bus. 

4. Take your seat right away, and after boarding stay seated until you leave the bus. 

5.  Don't open the window without the bus driver's permission. 

6.  Don't throw things inside the bus or out the window. 

7.  Always speak softly and listen to the bus driver. 

8. When leaving the bus, walk straight to the shoulder of the road or sidewalk. If you must cross the street, count eight 
to ten steps along the curb and wait for the driver's signal. Look both ways before you cross the street. 

Student Accident Insurance 

Creating a caring and safe environment for our students is our top priority. Unfortunately, despite all reasonable 
precautions being taken, accidents can still happen. Some injuries may result in medical, dental or other expenses that 
are not covered by provincial health care or employer group plans.  

As a parent/guardian, you become responsible for these expenses. Student accident insurance is available for purchase, 
on a voluntary basis, through Reliable Life Insurance Company. Forms can be picked up from the school office or you 

may apply online at www.insuremykids.com.  

The OCDSB encourages all parents/guardians to consider purchasing this insurance. If your child is involved in after- 
school related sports activities or is participating in any field trips out of the province, you may wish to seriously 
consider the coverage options. 

 

Library News 

Welcome back!  Class visits to the school library  started the week of September 
14th!  Students come to the library once a week on either Monday or Thursday 
with their classes.  All of the children are able to borrow books and the classes 
also have a Story time or a Book Chat. Please take a few minutes to share and 
enjoy the books that come home with your child.  

Kindly remind your child to take good care of his/her library books, to keep them 
in a safe place and to return them on time.  If a student has an overdue book, he/
she will not be permitted to borrow anything else until that item is returned. This 
includes children who haven’t returned items from last year.  

 



WE HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY THE PINECREST CHAPTERS STORE!!! 

 

We are pleased to announce that we have been adopted by The Indigo 
"Adopt a school" program this year! From September 20th to October 
10th, Chapters employees, customers and their communities, will raise 
money to help rejuvenate under-funded elementary-school libraries 
across Canada.  We were very fortunate to have been selected for adoption by 

the Pinecrest Chapters store.   All funds raised in that store and through online donations will contribute towards new books for our 
school library. 

Our children will participate in this fundraiser by making bookmarks, which will be given to customers who make donations to the 
Adopt a School program.  There are many things that our school community can do to contribute towards the success of this 
program.  Please go to Severn’s adopt-a-school page located at https://adoptaschool.indigo.ca/eng/schools/106  

I know we are up for the challenge! 

 ~ Mrs. Kenney, Library Technician 

 

 

 

REKSAP Centres for Early Learning 

 

 Licensed non-profit childcare program:  preschool, kindergarten, school 
age 

 Registered Early Childhood Educators 

 Operates Monday to Friday, twelve months of the year  7:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. 

 Location:  Severn Avenue Public School, 2553 Severn Avenue 

 Full day child care during March Break, P.A. days and summer 

 Subsidies available — Please call 613-828-3039 for more information 

 Orllie Gogolin,  Director   www.reksap.org 

  

 

 

 



Drawstring safety 

We would like to remind parents that drawstrings on jackets, sweatshirts and other clothing items pose a danger to your child. 
Drawstrings can become snagged on school bus handrails or doors, on playground equipment, on escalators. Incidents of snagged 
drawstrings or toggles have resulted in injuries and even deaths. We do not want this to happen to any of our children. We urge you 
to inspect all of your children's clothing and eliminate these hazards wherever possible. The simplest solution is to remove all draw-
strings from clothing.  

 

The Red Cross and the Syrian Refugee Crisis 

The Syrian Refugee Crisis has been in the news and  in the minds of many throughout the world, including the Severn school com-
munity.  The Red Cross has been instrumental in supporting the response to this crisis. The Red Cross states: “In recent weeks and 
months, there has been a dramatic increase in the number of people seeking refuge in Europe and elsewhere after fleeing their 
homeland to escape violence and unrest in countries such as Syria, Iraq and Libya. Millions of people have been displaced since 
the Syrian crisis began, more than five years ago” 
 
“Many refugees and migrants are in need of support in their journey and the Red Cross has been responding in countries such as 
Greece, Serbia, Italy and Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Red Cross volunteers are providing refugees and migrants with 
essential relief items such as food and water, as well as first aid.” 

 
“If you would like to support the efforts of the Red Cross, you can make a donation online at www.redcross.ca 

 

 

 

      

Answer all 5 skill-testing questions correctly to be entered into a draw for a 20$ Gift Card from 
Chapters! 

 

1) When is the “How Kids Learn” Workshop (Date & Time):______________________________ 

2) The P.A date in October is what day? :________________________ Pleas Note: Students do not 
attend school on this day. 

3) Yard Supervision in the morning begins at:____________________________ 

4) What is the  phone number for the 24 hour Attendance Line?:____________________________ 

5) Who must meet a Kindergarten Student upon their return home at the bus stop?: 
______________________ 

 

Your Child’s Name: _____________________________________ 

Your Name: ____________________________________________ 

Please return this page to the school for your chance to win!  


